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| am Martin Mador130 Hidhland Ave., Fhmden, CT. m the legslative and political
char for Ct. SerraClub. | an heetoday onbehdf of the 12000 Siara menbeaswho livein
Connecticut. Sierrgs the nation’s oldest and most influentighgsroots mvironmental
organization. lam also her as thdegslative co-hair forthe Connecticut #undation for
Environrmentdly Sde Scools. Professonally, | conduct research in architecture a the Yale
School of Foestryand Environmentetudies. lam a US Geen Riilding Council LEED
acaedited pofessional, ad have ben testifyng on theneed ér green schools herevey year
since 2002.

This bill provides for an ineraseof 5% in the eimbursementate br districts which
build a school to geen standards. Whethéris throudh an incative like this one or a mantia
getting thetowns to build gren schools is@pd public policy Many casestudies, from
Massa&husédts, New Jasey, and across he country now cornvincingly demorstrate the manifold
advantages d building agreen school.

Here are just afew of the many reasoans

Green schools fags on the hdth of the indoor environne. Theycreate optimal spaes
for children to studyand lean. Studies show statistlly significant coreldion of dayighting
and test gores. Cortrol of CO, levels is drectly linked with aertness and drowsiness.
Avoidance of maerials with high VOC levels in paints, adhesives, and carpets minimize
exposure to tars. Chidren who arehealthyand alet arebetter larnegs, and hae deceased
absentesism.

Green shools are enegy ficient. They consumefar less bssil fuel energy than their
“archai¢ countepait schools. Theffere, theyemit both fewe greenhouse gses ad
atmospheic contaminants

Green schools savmoney The small incrased apital costs (@und 2% é6r LEED
Silver Certification) ee quikly paid off bydramadically redu@d enegy costs. Aftera fev
years, and as long as the school stands, thedidrict will save significant gperating cods.

Green schools bexne teabing venues. Theypecomeplaces to learn the importece of
environmenthvalues, suchsenegy; waterconsumption; habitat impacts of buildings; waste
regycling, and landfls; stormwatemanagment; and wste wate.
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Green hools minimize he environmentd impact of thebulding onits suroundings.

Green schools guire @mmissoning, aprocess which garaitees to the owmehat the
building will perform as desiged, and s.paid for.

In sum, Gree Schools provide a host ofrits to the district, to the students, to the
teachers, and to the community. As aur knowledge of theimportance of bulding green gows,
schools which have been luilt to green gandards have becomerecognized as mae desirable
places for students, and thbstricts which built them have e®d eputations as lekrs in the
educd@ional community

Our deggn professionals have traveled up the leaning cuve. They know how to desgn
and build geen. Thereis simply no excuse for doingtherwise, othethan the india which
accompanies aything new. This committee should take the strongest possible measures to
ensure tha every ore of our future schools are bult healthy, safe, and economical. In short,
green.



