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Testimonyof Martin Mador

In Support of
HB 6396 AAC The Use d Cleaning Products in State and Municipal Buildings
and Partial Support of
HB 6768 AAC The Approval of Sulsuface Wagewater Disposal Systems

| am Martin Madoy130 Hidhland Ave., Fhmden, CT 06518. dm the
Legslative and Polital Chair ofthe Connecticut SiearClub, and am e tody
representingour 11,000 Connecticut membBeconernal about the hédthn of our
environment. Br mytestimonyof HB 6396, lam also her as thdegslative co-hair of
the Connecticut @undation for Environnrgally Safe Schools. Pragsionally | conduct
research & the Yale University School of Forestry and Environmentd Studies. | possess a
Masters of Environmental Maagment degeefrom Yde.

HB 6396 addrsses priorities of the SierClub and ConnFESS for the 2007
legislative sesson. Freeing buldings d toxic subgances isan important priority for both
organizaions The Governor's Executive Order #14 (April 2006) says:

All state agncies in the executive braheshall procue and
use, whaeverpradicable, ¢eaningand/or sanitizing
products having properties thet minimize paential impacts
to human health and the environment, consigent with
maintaining clean and sanitary Stde facilities.

It is criticallyimportant that we nowx¢éend this protection to schools, so that we ptote
our children, our teachers, and other building stdf. This stae directive to school districts

is economically neutral, as “green” and hedlthy cleaning products @mg no more than their
toxic counterparts.

EPA has deveped reommendations fosafecleaning poducts, makingure of
thar sdety through recognized third party certification programs sich as Geen Seal.
This progam preents us with an approgate and asilyimplemented method osauring
the indoor environmas of our schools. A brbare fom the Halthy Schools Network
explaining the schoolleaningprogams is attdeed.
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To ensureesults, weecommend thahe bill be enharexd throud:

-compliane deallines of 50% in garone, and 100%y yeartwo
-devdopment of a trening program bythe state fomaintenane staff
-reporting by schools on pragss to implement the pnagn

| recommend the testimortpdayof my colleagie DianeEthier, which ontains
additional information on the proliteand this effetive solution.
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HB 6768 rases an important isste for water qudity in thestde. | speak here dso
in myrole & a Diretor of Rives Alliance, ad rekrence thetestimonyof our Executive
Director, Marcard Miner. Alterndive sewge treatment failities have averypoor
performane track record in the stateTheycan bebeneicial in some ciramstances, but
have thepotential to become geus environmentgroblems, espeally for waer
quality. Even if properly designed and ingalled, they require ongoing mantenance, with
suwch arequirement anecessay pat of a pamitting process.We telieve thebest murse
of action isto require DEP nd to pe'mit them naw, but to study thesesystems and thar
operdional consequeces, lavingdevelopment oé pemitting process to the time when
we thoroudply understand the. We suggst a morerium on permits pendinDEP
study and recommendations. Thisissue is addressedin HB 1026, anAct Pladng a
Moratorium on Alternative On-site Sevage Treatment Systems, which should aso go to
public heaing.



